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The reason for His descent

The texts that bring out the inner
message of the Ve:das and Upanishads
are called the  Ithiha:sas and Pura:nas.
They explain and bring out the practical
knowledge about the Ve:das and
Upanishads to provide knowledge about the
Infinite, Unconditional Grace of the Lord
Sri:man Na:ra:yana.

These great scriptures tell us that
the Lord, in His Ever Constant Desire to
save all the souls, incarnated in  different
Yugas in various forms. At first, He came
in very mysterious forms to save the
Ve:das and spread their message to the
world. Later, He incarnated among humans
as Sri: Ra:ma and Sri: Krishna to mete
out justice, protect His devotees, spread
the true message of the Ve:das, and
become the example of good and righteous
living.

Lord Sri: Krishna preached the
Bhagavad Gi:tha and declared that He was
the Supreme Being and surrenderence to
Him was the ultimate path. But, because
the common man failed to understand and
follow His message, He believed that His
mission failed.  He began to think that His
message would be more powerful if it were
to be passed on by someone other than
Himself.  So, He showered His Boundless
Grace on a few select souls, the A:lwa:rs,
expecting them to preach the message of
the Ve:das to the entire world in such a
way that all souls could be redeemed.  But
instead, these A:lwa:rs were carried away
by His Love and Charm, as well as His
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countless auspicious qualities, and they
experienced the Almighty in a higher plane.
They rendered outpourings of their pure love
for the Lord, and these were recorded as
the 4000 sacred Tamil verses, also known
by the name, Na:la:yira Divya Prabandham.
These verses are the essence of the
Ve:das, but not quite understandable by
the common man because of the elevated
level of devotion in them. Thus, once again,
the Lord was unsuccessful in bringing the
message to the people.

Now, it was a challenge for the Lord
to pick up the right person who could
spread His message.  He began to shower
His grace on certain selected souls who
were later termed as the A:cha:ryas (the
spiritual preceptors) to carry on this
message. They appeared on the Earth
much after the period of A:lwa:rs. The first
among such spiritual masters was Sri:
Na:tthamuni who was born during 900 AD.

Sri: Na:tthamuni, his disciples Sri:
Pundari:ka:ksha and Sri: Ra:ma Misra, his
grandson Sri: Ya:muna:cha:rya, were the
first few A:cha:ryas to carry on the message
of the Lord via the commander-in-chief,
Vishwaks:ena and Sri: Namma:lwar, the
only one among the A:lwa:rs to be regarded
as an A:cha:rya himself. They soon started
spreading a philosophy that was solely
based on the Ve:das and which was
supported by the outpourings of the
A:lwa:rs.

Although the Lord’s aim was to
spread this knowledge to all, the A:cha:ryas
began to pass on this divine knowledge on
a one-to-one basis.  Again, it did not reach
the masses.  With the advent of the dark-
age of Kali Yuga and the failure of His many
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attempts, He thought it was time to order
one of His favorite Nithya Suris, one of the
celestial beings who serve Him in His Eternal
Abode of Sri: Vaikunttam, as they were the
closest to Him, to appear on this earth and
preach His message of true knowledge and
universal love.

The Lord selected and instructed
A:di Se:sha, the thousand-headed snake
who is His favorite servant, to accomplish
this challenging task of spreading the divine
message to one and all. His mission was to
spread the message and knowledge of the
Ve:das that were  already established by
the earlier A:cha:ryas, using His own
messages, as well as those of the A:lwa:rs.

Although the sending of His favorite
servant to spread the message may seem
unusual, it is revealed in our scriptures that
A:di Se:sha, also called as Anantha, had
done this before. Our scriptures say:

STRUCTURE OF THIS UNIVERSE ACCORDING TO PURA:NA:SSTRUCTURE OF THIS UNIVERSE ACCORDING TO PURA:NA:SSTRUCTURE OF THIS UNIVERSE ACCORDING TO PURA:NA:SSTRUCTURE OF THIS UNIVERSE ACCORDING TO PURA:NA:SSTRUCTURE OF THIS UNIVERSE ACCORDING TO PURA:NA:S

Many wonderful secrets are told by our
Sasthras.  There is no need for us to bother
and try to decide with our imperfect mind that
‘this’ would be like this and/or like ‘that’.  Either
we need to study Sasthras well, as-they-are
and accept them, or we should resort to a
Scholar who learnt them.

As, many discussions were going on
in the web and also in the TeleBridge regarding
this topic, we felt that this is the right time to
introduce this information, along with the rough
structure, just to give an idea of what and how
it is said.

There are mainly 7 worlds above and
7 worlds below, in regard to Earth as the
reference  point,  extending to crores of Yojanas.
A Yojana is about 8 miles distance.  A wise
human being aspires to elevate into higher and
higher worlds liberating himself from the
bondages pertaining to the lower worlds.There
are higher worlds what we call as heavens,
above, and there are worlds of hell (Naraka)
below Pa:tha:lam.

All this will constitute one Anda.   The
shell of one Anda itself extends to about 1 crore
Yojanas ! Encompassing the shell of the Anda
(ie., the Anda Kata:ha) there are layers of
The:jas, Air, A:ka:sa, Thamas and Mahath  each
counting 10 times bigger than the previous
one.  “ daso:ththara:ni a:varana:ni ya:ni cha “
says Yamuna:cha:rya in Stho:thra Rathna.

Millions of such  Andas make one
Bramha:nda.  We don’t know how many such
Bramha:nda:s exist.  But, the final limit to all
such Bramha:ndas is the river Viraja.  Above
Viraja there lies Vaikunttam and there is no
higher limit for it.  Probably, the dimensions of
Vaikunttam are beyond ordinary human being’s
capacity to think.  Same is the case with the
Viraja river too.

The structure shown gives a rough
idea of how our Sa:sthras described the form
of this Universe.

 The information provided may be
used for reference and more details can be
had from our Sa:sthras.
                  Jai Srimannarayana !

ananthah pratthamam ru:pam,
lakshmanas cha thathah param |
bala bhadras thruthi:yasthu, kalov

kaschith bhavishyathi ||

‘Anantha being the first form,
became Lakshmana in Thre:tha Yuga for
Sri: Ra:ma, followed by Balara:ma in
Dwa:para Yuga for Sri: Krishna, followed
by the successive form in Kali Yuga.’

This Kali Yuga incarnation of A:di
Se:sha is none other than Bhagavad Sri:
Ra:ma:nuja:cha:rya. This series will focus
on this amazing soul and his remarkable
life, beginning with his birth in the next
issue.

Jai Srimannarayana !


