
Bhakthinivedana BhakthinivedanaJan.2003Jan.2003Jan.2003Jan.2003Jan.2003 Jan.2003Jan.2003Jan.2003Jan.2003Jan.2003

 SSSSSRI SWRI SWRI SWRI SWRI SWAMIJI SPEAKSAMIJI SPEAKSAMIJI SPEAKSAMIJI SPEAKSAMIJI SPEAKS

 Sri:mathe: Ra:ma:nuja:ya Namaha
34

FROM THE EDITORS' CABIN
It is our privilege to wish

every one of you a very happy and
prosperous New Year 2003, through
this second issue of Bhakthi
Nivedana. We pray the Supreme
Lord to bestow prosperity on all our
readers and to enhance their thirst
for spiritual knowledge.

 “Serving the devotees of
the Lord is the greatest service to
the Lord.” Even the Lord is very fond
of the people who serve His
devotees. We are very fortunate to
get an opportunity to serve His
devotees at their doorsteps through
this journal.

It is a stupendous task to
explicate the authentic and
authoritative spiritual scriptures in an
easily understandable manner.
Divine Grace of an A:cha:rya is more
apparent and effective than that of
the Lord. It is said that even a dumb
person can speak fluently and a
lame man can traverse the
mountains by the mercy of an
A:cha:rya   .

According to the highest
tenets of the Sana:thana Dharma
one can be successful in one's
respective sphere only by the mercy
of  a preceptor. Since times
immemorial, all the great sages and
seers have declared the same.
Surrendering to ones own Guru is
considered to be the culmination of
Spiritual maturity and the easiest
means of spiritual realization. That
is the highest reality mentioned in all
the sacred scriptures. That is the
basis of our tradition.We are
fortunate to be blessed by the
boundless compassion and the
Divine grace of our A:cha:rya, in
executing this arduous task and that

is giving the desired results.
On 23rd Nov 2002, the

inaugural issue of English
Bhakthinivedana was blessed by a
galaxy of Sa:dhus in Jagithyala,
during Gi:tha Jyo:thi Dharma
kshe:thram programme, graced by
HH. The response from the readers
was very encouraging. This has laid
a strong foundation to build upon, a
palace of Divine wealth, a spiritual
resort, with the hearts of our aspiring
readers as its building blocks.

May the pure and Divine
fragrance presented by our Rishis,
A:lwa:rs and A:cha:rya:s, that can
redeem every Soul on this Earth from
the hassles of miseries, spread all
over the world and  create elevating
Spiritual atmosphere all around. We
aspire to gratify the expectations of
our readers in providing the right
knowledge as revealed by our
A:cha:rya:s and also make this
journal reach as many people as
possible. It is only the response from
our readers that can make this
possible. We invite suggestions from
our readers, to make this magazine
useful to all, in satiating their spiritual
thirst.

At this juncture, we intensely
desire and resolve to gather the much
needed spiritual knowledge from the
authentic Vedic scriptures and
present the same to the readers in
an easily understandable manner.
From this issue onwards
Katto:panishad is being presented in
the form of pictures as exhorted by
HH SRI SWAMIJI. We are sure that
our readers get benefitted by the
articles presented in the magazine
and we shall look forward for your
regular feed back.

Jai Srimannarayana....!

JAI SRIMANNARAYANA!

     We offer our
Mangala:sa:sanams to  you all for
a bright, happy and  prosperous
New Year 2003. According to the
English calendar, we are entering the
third year of this new millennium. In
Bhagavad Githa Lord Krishna says
"Ka:laha  kalayatha:m  asmi"
which means ‘I am time’, which is
the cause of all the changes. The
wheel of time revolves by the will of
the Supreme Lord. Hence, He is
called as " bhu:tha bhavya bhavath
prabhuhu "  which means the mas-
ter of the past, present and future.
The Lord, in the form of time, solves
all our uncertainties in the due course.
Hence, let us seek the Supreme Lord
to bestow happiness and success, in
all our virtuous undertakings.

 Normally, we celebrate the
beginning of every new phase of
time. People of a certain civilization
usher in the New Year, by blowing
off  the lights instead of lighting them
up. When we turn the lights off, the
darkness creeps in. Darkness means

inauspiciousness and ignorance.
Ofcourse, they also rejoice by doing
all sorts of impure things.

We are not against the
celebrations, but, we advocate
healthy celebrations. We normally
start all the auspicious things by
igniting an oil/ghee lamp. Light
indicates knowledge. Hence, let us
celebrate this New Year by igniting
the Lamp of Knowledge. As Va:lmiki
says in Ra:ma:yana, nobody can
overcome the influence of time. This
is the right time for us to introspect
ourselves, plan for the future, adopt
good resolutions and to make an
attempt to overcome our miseries.

In his pursuit to gratify his
senses, man is causing three sorts
of destruction. They are
1) He is destroying the environment
in which he lives.
2) He is destroying the other beings
around him.
3) He is destroying his own self.

 It is the responsibility of the
people in the society to prevent  the
first two  types  of destructions.

Unfortunately   the
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 leaders of the present day society
are promoting such destruction, by
encouraging strife among various
sections of the society and by
disrespecting the age old established
practices. It is the duty of each and
every individual to oppose such
misdemeanors.

Whereas the third type of
destruction is an internal aspect,
hence no external pressure or effort
can prevent it. The main cause for
all our miseries and this destruction
is selfishness and desire to enjoy.
That arises due to an uncontrolled
mind. The mind that is the slave of
the senses drags us in different
directions and finally leads us to
miseries. By listening to the dictates
of the mind and senses we are
destroying our own selves.

The mind is the best friend
of a person who has  it in his control.
Whereas it is the greatest enemy to
one who is a slave to it. We should
always elevate ourselves with the
help of our mind. We should not
degrade ourselves by listening to the
dictates of the senses and the mind.
However it is impossible to regulate
our mind with our own efforts.
Hence, we have to seek the support
of a person who is competent to
control it. Lord Krishna who is the
indweller of everything is the master
controller of the mind and the
senses. For the same reason He is
also called as Hrishi:ke:sa.

Hrishi:ke:sa means the controller of
all the senses. Hence, let us celebrate
this New Year by praying the
Supreme Lord to help us to overcome
the mind and senses. Thereby let us
make this New Year celebration more
meaningful.

For having born as human
beings, we should aspire to practice
Dharma and adopt good practices.
We have to be compassionate
towards all the beings around us. We
should learn to share all the good
things that we have, with others. We
should have the will and capacity to
oppose the injustice prevailing around
us. These qualities are the real wealth
of the human beings. They lead us
towards eternal bliss and immortality.
Hence, let us resolve to adopt or
enhance these qualities in us. Let us
aspire to live in harmony with all the
beings around us. Let us aim at
making this world a better place to
live in.

May the Supreme Lord grant
us the discriminative knowledge,
mental strength and determination to
practice Dharma(Righteousness).
May He always create favourable
circumstances for us to practice
Dharma. May we always tread the
path of Dharma.

We offer our Mangala:
sa:sanams and best wishes for the
New Year  to one and all.

       JAI SRIMANNARAYANA!
S

The Ashta:dasa Rahasyas help
us to understand the esoteric
doctrines mentioned in the
scriptures in the right spirit. Of all
the Rahasyas, treatises
Mumukshuppadi, Thaththwa
thrayam and Sri: Vachana
bhu:shanam are regarded with
great reverence. All these three texts
along with A:cha:rya hrudayam
that was compiled by Azhagiya
Manavala Perumal, an equally
eminent brother of Pillai Lokacharya
is to be known by every Sri
Vaishnava. They also form a part of
Nithya  pa:ra:yana (daily
recitation) along with Divya
prabandhams.

Every Sri Vaishnava should
know three Manthras (incantations)
and their esoteric meanings.
Mumukshuppadi precisely tells us
about those Manthras and their
esoteric meanings. Hence, let us first
try to understand Mumukshuppadi
in this column.

The term Mumukshuppadi
is split as ‘Mumukshu’ and ‘padi.’
The term ‘Mumukshu’ is defined as
‘ Mo:kthum ichchu:hu
Mumukshuhu,’ which means one
who aspires for liberation is a
Mumukshu. The beings in this

creation are roughly classified into
two. They are Mumukshu and
Bubhukshu. Bubhukshu is defined
as ‘Bho:kthum ichchu:hu
Bubhukshuhu’ which means one
who is fond of worldly pleasures is
a Bubhukshuhu.  The term ‘padi’
means path or steps. The meaning
of the term Mumkshuppadi is the
path trodden by the aspirants of
liberation or the path to be trodden
by the aspirants of liberation.
Mumukshuppadi clearly explains
the meaning of three Vaishnava
Manthras namely Thirumanthram,
Dvayam and Charama slokam,
hence it is also called as
Thirumanthra:ttham.

According to the
Samprada:ya  a Mumukshu
should first seek the shelter of an
A:cha:rya (a spiritual master or a
Guru) and take initiation from Him.
One becomes a Sri Vaishnava only
after he undergoes
Panchasamska:ras (five fold
consecration). Panchasamska:ra
is the process of initiating a person
to the practice of the Samprada:ya
by an A:cha:rya.
Panchasamska:ra was given only
to the selected and deserved
persons after intensely testing their
earnestness. An individual


