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state but if one attains such a state,
he is indeed a great person.

 Can we live through
pleasure as pain and pain as
pleasure? To go to forest after
renouncing everything is painful.
Lord Rama had to go to forest and
it was inevitable. If one feels going
to forest as painful, one has to go to
forest with tears. If it is inevitable,
why should we go to the forest with
tears! We should go happily, so we
should not think that going to forest
is painful. We should take it as a
pleasure trip. Lord Rama did the
same. Addressing His step mother
who was instrumental in sending
Him to forest, Lord Rama cheerfully
said “as you love me you have
shifted the burdensome Kingship on
the shoulders of my younger brother
and you are sending me to forest
for a pleasure trip. By this I
understand that your love towards
me is unlimited.”

Lord Rama was not angry
with his stepmother for what she did
to Him. As He went to the forest as
desired by her, even Kaikeyi was not
angry with Him. By that Lord Rama
got the honour of obeying His father’s
orders, serving the Sages,
annihilating the demons and
performing various auspicious
activities. He became a role model
for all of us and is worshipped as an
ideal person even today. If Lord
Rama had thought that going to
forest is painful, as Lakshmana did,
everything would have become
adverse (Queen Kunthi is also one
good example of such enlightened
people).

Similarly we should also
treat pleasure as pain. If we
overcome pain we do not cry, we

feel happy. Normally we feel like crying
when we lose something that is
pleasing. However if we consider
pleasing things as painful things we
don’t get attached to them. Hence
even if we lose the pleasing things
due to the influence of time or due to
our Karma we will not be disturbed.
Lord Rama has set this example for
us to follow.

Lord Rama was neither
elated, when his father declared in the
open court that He will be the Crown
Prince nor was he disturbed when his
father asked him to go to forest
forsaking the Kingdom on the very
next day. Such a person is called as
a Dhi:ra or a wise-man.

 All that, which the body
undergoes, will not influence the
mind. When one experience’s
pleasure, one thinks that he has
attained this due to his hard work and
feels very happy. However when he
loses crops, position and opulence he
thinks Lord is merciless; and that He
could not bear our happiness and thus
accuse the Lord in various ways. If we
consider both pleasure and pain as
granted by the Lord there will be no
fuss. If a fan fails to function due to
the failure of electricity on a summer
afternoon we do not cry but  withstand
the heat, we explore other means to
beat the heat. Not crying is the first
step, withstanding the heat is the
second step and always performing
the duties with intelligence (i.e.
exploring other means to beat the heat)
is the last step. One who realizes that
is a Dhi;ra, he is the one with
equanimity and will attain immortality,
the same has been assured by the
Lord.
              Jai Srimannarayana !
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Once there lived a highly
devout young scholar at Sri:Rangam,
the residence of Lord Rangana:ttha
situated at the banks of river Cauvery,
in Tamil  Na:du. Apart from his
scholarly skills, this scholar’s
wonderful virtuous qualities made him
very popular and a highly revered
person in that place. His fame and
popularity also sprouted the seeds of
envy in some scholars. There were
many jealous people around him who
wanted to somehow put him down in
public and bring ill-fame to him. Thus,
there were many who enthroned him
as their spiritual preceptor and there
were some who could not at all stand
his fame. Nevertheless, his humble
self was quite unaffected by either of
these factors. The greatness of this
learned scholar lies in his humility.

He would often sincerely
admit his lowliness to Lord
Rangana:ttha. He would call himself
guilty of many sins by reciting the
following slo:kam, compiled by Sri:
Ya:muna:cha:rya-

amarya:dah kshudraha
c h a l a m a t h i h i

asu:ya:prasavabhu:hu
kruthaghno: durma:ni

smaraparavaso: vanchanaparaha

nrusamsaha pa:pishttaha
katthamaham itho:

duhkhajaladhe:he
apa:raduththi:rnaha thava

parachare:yam charanayo:ho

It was a regular practice for
him to recite this slo:kam while going
towards the temple of Lord
Rangana:ttha. ‘A repository of all
sorts of sins, how can such a great
sinner as myself, reach Your Lotus
Feet and offer service unto You, O
Lord?’ – says the above slo:kam.

Visiting the temple and his
beloved Rangana:ttha was the
scholar’s regular routine. One fine
day, he was on the way to the temple
with this slo:kam on his lips. The
moment he uttered the starting
phrase of the slo:kam, calling himself
a discourteous person, back came a
lightening reply ‘That’s right! You are
quite impolite and ill-mannered!’ He
continued unperturbed and further
spoke out the successive phrases
calling himself a lowly being, and
once again the voice from behind said
– ‘Yes! You are a lowly being!’ ‘You
are a jealous person too!’, said the
mysterious voice as soon as he
describeded himself as a highly
envious person. The scholar called
himself a storehouse of sins for which
he received a strong support from
behind him. This continued till the
scholar recited the entire slo:kam. He
had almost reached the sanctum
sanctorum of the Lord by then. Right

PARABLES FROM THE PAST
O:m Asmad Gurubhyo: Namaha

Sri:mathe: Ra:ma:nuja:ya Namaha
- T. Deepa
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in the presence of Lord Rangana:ttha,
the scholar turned back and
reverentially prostrated in front of the
person who was all the time
supporting the scholar’s self-
accusations while following him. The
abuser was taken by surprise. He
was expecting an angry reaction from
the scholar. Surprisingly, instead of
retaliating with a shower of equally
abusive words, the scholar bowed to
the mischievous person. Now, the
abuser did not know how to respond
to the scholar’s salutations. He
became dumb for a moment.

Meanwhile, the scholar
ecstatically exclaimed – ‘O Lord!
Rangana:ttha! Whenever I admitted
all my faults to You, whenever I
assured You of my lowliness, asking
You how could such a lowly being
reach the shelter of Your Lotus-Feet
and render service unto You. You
never responded! O Lord! It was as if
You never accepted them, and as if
You never agreed to them. But today
You cannot deny my lowliness. You
cannot ignore me as I have a witness
with me!’ Saying so, he pointed at
the person standing behind him. The
so-called witness realized his
mistake in no time and felt as if he
was drowned in shame. Being highly
envious of the reputation of the
scholar, he had acted in such an
unacceptable manner. His intention
was to pester the scholar and bring
ill-fame upon him. Anyway, he could
not in the least disturb the scholar.
The scholar honestly felt grateful to
this malicious person for having

supported him and was not at all hurt
by the person’s ill-remarks. The pious
behaviour of the scholar reduced the
abuser’s envy to ashes.

Sri: Para:sara Bhattar, was
that young devout scholar, who left an
everlasting impression on the mind of
that follower. The incident narrated
above has been exemplified by Sri:
Thiruna:ra:yana Puruththua:i
A:cha:rya in his commentary on Sri:
Vachana Bhu:shanam.

Sri: Para:sara Bhattar was the
elder of the two sons of
Kuraththa:zhwan. Being the receiver
of the Divine Grace of Bhagavad
Ra:ma:nuja:cha:rya and also the
Grace of Divine Mother Rangana:yaki
in childhood itself, he grew up to adorn
the esteemed position of A:cha:rya.
The magnitude of modesty and
humility possessed by this great
A:cha:rya is beyond measure. In
addition to this, the enormity of the
wealth of knowledge possessed by
this symbol of divinity is inestimable.
This great A:cha:rya, also popular as
the priest of Sri:Rangam, is
worshipped as one amongst our
foremost spiritual preceptors.

sri: para:sara bhatta:ryaha
sri: range:sa puro:hithaha

sri: vathsa:nka suthah  sri:ma:n
sre:yase: me:sthu bhu:yase:

Jai Srimannarayana !

  OUR INSTITUTIONS

(Govardhanji’s answer to the
question mentioned in the last issue)

G: Definitely not! I am not
superstitious in my belief. In spite of
the  so-called scientific
advancement everyone has to
accept the presence of a
supernatural power. Infact the whole
universe is a combination of many
subtle powers which have their basis
in one supreme power. If there is
some activity going on in the universe
it is only due to the co-ordination of
those energies. By the mercy of the
Lord, our forefathers could learn the
process of pleasing those powers
through various incantations. They
passed on the same in disciplic
succession by the word of mouth.
The same is called Vedas.

I can quote some incidents
that I have heard about or personally
realized their efficaciousness. In the
year 1977 the rains had completely
failed and there was acute shortage
of drinking water. H.H. TRIDANDI
SRIMANNARAYANA RAMANUJA
JEEYAR SWAMIJI  had proposed to
conduct a grand YAGNA (a big fire
sacrifice) in THIRUMALA, for
Universal Welfare. The
administrators of Tirumala temple
were not ready to grant the
permission to conduct the Yagna due
to the shortage of drinking water and
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they further said if water facility can
be provided we have no objection to
grant permission to conduct Yagna.
H.H. Sri Swamiji as a prerequisite,
performed MAHA VARUNA YA:GA (a
Vedic ritual to propitiate the Rain
God). At the conclusion of that
sacrifice there was a heavy downpour
and as the result of that, the dam at
the sacred hills was overflowing with
water. The administrators were
amazed and gladly granted
permission to perform the proposed
Maha Yagna.

Again in the year 1996 the
rains had completely failed and H.H.
TRIDANDI CHINNA SRIMAN
NARAYANA RAMANUJA JEEYAR
SWAMIJI conducted a Yagna called
Ka:ri:ri ishti. A heavy downpour started
at the conclusion of that great
sacrifice and it continued for nine
days. I was also a part of that Yagna.
All the details were available in the
Government records. All News Paper
media too gave good coverage of the
above events.

Two years ago I was very
depressed owing to some reasons
and I was not interested in living
anymore. However on the advice of
one of my friends I contemplated on
some incantations which are
prescribed for the purpose of
overcoming depression and today I


