Bhakthinivedana Co Dec.2002

Q PEARLS FROM THE PU:RVA:CHA:RYAS

Part-1

The most celebratednardalamandChola-mardalam
SRI:VAISHNAVA samprada:ya (i.e. near Chidambaram).
(tradition) originated from the
universal mother ‘Lakshmi’ Herself. He was an ardent devotee of
The twelve great saints known akord Raja Manna:r (also called as
A:LWA:RSwho are lesser in rankRaja Gopala and Kattu Mannar),
only to Her had incarnated on thithe presiding deity of that place. He
planet. They expounded the mosyas very pious in his practices. He
profound philosophical truthswenton a pilgrimage along with his
through their Hymns, in an easilyather and songwara-Muni to the
understandable language. Howeveprthern part of the country, with the
due to the impact of the time, theonsent of his adored deity. He
sacred knowledge passed on bysited various sacred places and
them was almost forgotten and thignally reached the banks of river
world was on the verge of goingramunai.e. the sacred land in which
astray. Sri-Rangana:ttha muni, thieord Krishna enacted His childhood
first recognizedA:CHA:RYA pastimes. Being captivated by the
(spiritual master) made his advent asanctimony and the natural beauty
this planet under thoseofthatplace, he decided to spend
circumstances. Sri-Ranganatthtie restof his life in that all sanctifying
muni was named after Lordplace. He started to reside in a cave
Ranganattha and was fondly calleoh the sacre@overdharhill (even
as Na:ttha. Muni was subsequentlpday one can find that cave, it is
added to his name as he used popularly called abla:tth-Guhg
steadily contemplate on the Suprenad used to devotedly contemplate
Lord Vistu. Muni means one whoon the Lord. After some time Lord
constantly thinks. Hence he ifRaja-Manna:r appeared in his
popularly called as Na:tthamunidream and asked him to return to
Sri:Na:tthamuni was the son oVi:ra  -Na:ra:yanapuram He
I:swara-Bhattardwa:r. Sri: reverentially accepted the divine
Na:ttha muni appeared in a vilaggommand and returned Y4:ra-
calledGovardhanwhich is in the Na:ra:yanapuram He also visited
southern part of the country. He lattenany sacred places likdro:bilam
moved on toVicra Na:ra:xyana andThirumalaon the way. He was
puramwhich is otherwise called ageceived with great regard by the
Thiru Ko:lu:r andKa:ttumanna:r residentsofVi:ra Na:ra:yana
Koil. Vicra-Nara:yanapuramis puramand was taken in a grand
situated in-betweehundi:ra procession in all the lanes\dfra-
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Na:ra:yanapuram He was one Para:nkusada:sa, a descendent
regarded as an honored resident of Madhura-kavi-a:lwar, who was
the town by the order of Lord Raja-a disciple of the said saint.
Mannar. A grandson was born td?ara:nkusa dasa taught Na:ttha-
him while he was staying on themuni Kanninun-siruththa:mbu
banks of river Yamuna. Hence hdthe eleven hymns that were sung in
named his grandson as Yamanapraise of his spiritual master by
thuraivar (who latter on becameMadhura-kavi-a:lwa:r) and told him
renowned as Ya:muna:charya). Hehat, if one devotedly and
started to spend his time in theuninterruptedly chants them twelve
service of the Lord Raja-Mannar. thousand times, in front of the deity
He once visitetkumbako:nam of the said saint iKurugu:r, the
while he was thus happily spendingaint will appear to such a person
his time in the service of the Supremand teach him all the thousand
Lord. There he chanced to listen tbymns.
eleven nectarine hymns known Na:ttha muni was a very fervent
A:RA:VAMUDE:from the sacred seeker. He sat in front of the deity
THIRUVA:YMOZHI,through of the saint and chant&nninun
some strangers. He was totallgiruththa:mbutwelve thousand
captivated by those songs. Thémes without a break. He did not
concluding lines of the last hymnstop even to sleep or eat until he
said, those who know these teghanted it twelve thousand times. As
songs from the thousand sung bgaid by Para:nksa-da:sa the saint
Satago:pan will reign with the eternabtarted to speak through his deity
beings. Being captivated by thdorm and taught all the thousand
contents of the said hymns Na:tthaaymns to Na:ttha muni. He also
muni requested those strangers tearnt all the hymns that were sung
sing all the thousand hymnsby the rest of the Awa:rs, and the
However those strangers expressédife history of all the Alwacrs, from
their ignorance about the rest of théhe A:lwa:rs themselves in person,
songs. They further told himthatondoy the mercy of the saint
or the other might know them inSatago:pan. Thus Na:ttha-muni was
Kurugu:r, the birth place of the instrumental in revivifying the most
great saint Satago:pan. Na:tthanvaluable compositions of the
muni who had an intense yearnind\:lwa:rs known asNa:la:yira
to learn those songs immediatelyivya-prabandhamThe strong
went toKurugu:r. He earnestly devotion, determination and faith of
searched for a person who coul&ri: Na:tthamuni are highlighted by
teach him the thousand songthisincident of his life. This article is
composed by the saint. He couldiedicated to our worshipful
not find even a single person whd’u:rva:cha:ryas
knew about them. However he met
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